
 A regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Newburgh was 
held on Monday, January 14, 2013 at 6:00 P.M. in the third floor Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 83 Broadway, Newburgh, NY. 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilman Dillard seconded to 
enter Executive Session to discuss Collective Bargaining. 
 All in favor the Council entered Executive Session at 6:02 p.m. 
 
 Councilwoman Lee moved and Councilwoman Angelo seconded to exit 
Executive Session. 
 All in favor the Council exited Executive Session at 7:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
 The Prayer was led by Rev. Deborah Dresser, President of the American 
Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
 Present: Mayor Kennedy, presiding; Councilwoman Angelo, 
Councilman Brown, Councilman Dillard, Councilwoman Lee – 5 
 
 
 

PRESENTATION 
 
 Elder Dextro Tiller, Pastor of the First Born Church of the Living God 
read the “I Have a Dream” speech that was read by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. on August 28, 1963. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNICATIONS 
  
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the minutes of the December 6, 2012 Work Session and the December 10, 2012 
City Council Meeting be approved. 
 Ayes– Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman Dillard, 
Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy - 5 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the City Clerk’s Report and the Vital Statistics Report for November be 
received, filed and made available to the Press. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the Civil Service Administrator’s Report for the month of November be 
received and filed only. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the Notice of Claim be referred to Corporation Counsel with power to act. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC REGARDING THE AGENDA 
 
 

 Janet Gianopoulos, City of Newburgh, said that she doesn’t recall 
seeing resolution #9-2012 on the Website.  If we are speaking about justice, the 
material that they are going to be voting on should appear on the Website 
before they place their votes.   
 
 Mayor Kennedy said that it is printed on the handout.  
 
 Janet Gianopoulos said that the Meetings Law states that it should 
appear on the Website in ample time before the meeting so that people can 
study it.  The public hasn’t had a chance to look at it.  She added that nearly 
two years ago the presider was lead signer on a Petition regarding fiscal 
responsibility and as we start this year it would be good if the Council could 
agree that during this year they find ways to relieve the burden that is on the 
taxpayers in the City of Newburgh early on. She feels that it should be a 
public statement.  She thinks it is good that we give people a chance to get 
their properties back but better that we aim to keep them from losing them in 
the first place because of rates that are too high and unjust.  She said that 
resolution #13-2013 doesn’t indicate a dollar figure and she believes that 
everything on the agenda refers to dollars so they should know what the dollar 
figures are.  In regard to Ethics, the Council is voting on the addition of two 
members tonight but before that happens she wants to remind the Council 
that no City Officer or employee shall act as an agent or representative.  She 
knows that there was some confusion last year where someone indicated an 
intention to continue serving illegally on something.  She reminded them to 
re-read local and state law.  
 
 Timothy Hayes-el, City of Newburgh, said in regard to resolution #2-
2013 and other resolutions like this one he doesn’t know how much is being 
spent to fix these houses up but it gives him the opportunity to talk about 
HUD.  The Department of Housing Section 3 Program is supposed to provide 
economic employment opportunities to low or very low income individuals 
specifically.  Section 3 requires recipients for HUD funds to provide job 
training, employment and contracting opportunities to low and very low 
income residents and eligible businesses.   
 
 Mayor Kennedy noted that this is not a HUD property.  She clarified 
that this is a personal property not a HUD property.   
 
 Timothy Hayes-el said that it deals with it and there are HUD properties 
on the agenda.  The City of Newburgh has a responsibility to notify residents 
about training and employment opportunities generated by HUD funding. It 



is the law.  There is a ten million dollar HUD funded project at Burton Towers 
and no one in the community has been contacted about this.  Section 3 has 
been in place since 1968 and he is the first Section 3 HUD worker in the City of 
Newburgh.  For forty-four years they have been sucking the blood out of this 
community and he told the Council that the game is over.   
 
 Omari Shakur, New Voters Movement, City of Newburgh, said in 
regard to resolution #6-2013 that this a lot of money and the Police Department 
already gets over 25% of our Budget.  Is this coming out of their part of the 
Budget or from somewhere else because when it comes to our children in the 
community he doesn’t see anything being done?  
 
 Kippy Boyle, City of Newburgh, said in regard to the Hiring Practices 
that she believes Ms. Gianopoulos is correct and she thinks that the Open 
Meetings Law and the State require that these type of documents do need to be 
posted in advance of meetings so that the public has a chance to review them.  
It does say to the best of the ability of the agency but this was not really 
enough time.  In regard to paragraph three regarding job postings and 
advertisement, it’s written “However all advertisements should state that 
minority and bilingual candidates are encouraged to apply”. She believes 
“should” should be replaced with “must state”.  It shouldn’t be an option.  The 
whole point of all of this is so that we can hire minorities and bilingual 
candidates.  Under the unclassified section it reads, “The City Manager 
position shall be advertised in professional organizations such as…”. How 
about instead of “such as” it say “including but not limited to”.  Let’s be a little 
more forceful about what they are requesting their advertisements to be.  
Instead of “other appropriate newspapers” how about adding trade 
publications and making this a little meatier. To a lot of people she is sure that 
these are minor editing things but word selection can make the difference 
between somebody having to do something because it is written here and 
somebody deciding to let something slide.   
 
 There being no further comments this portion of the meeting was 
closed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL REGARDING THE AGENDA 
 
 

 Councilman Dillard said in regard to the comments made regarding 
Section 3 that when he became a Councilman that was one of the first things 
that he did.  To make certain that the Department of Planning & Development 
initiated the Section 3 requirements when it comes to HUD properties or HUD 
money.  Last week he called Local 17 and informed them of the work that was 
proposed for Burton Towers for ten million dollars.  He also brought it to the 
attention of some of the training programs and the Department of Planning & 
Development.  He asked them to look into it and to make certain that local 
people had the opportunity to gain employment at Burton Towers.  He has not 
received a report back as of yet but he will be looking for one in terms of what 
they are planning to do with that money.  Last time the Corporation that 
received the award worked on Cornerstone and they brought their own 
workers in.  He suggested that they get their information properly and 
correctly so that they can fight this fire with the proper ammunition.  He is 
ready for this battle and he has been ready ever since the City gave the 
property to the contracting developer because he knew that it was a political 
deal.  He encouraged everyone to work with him and other organizations in 
this City to make certain that they get a piece of that pie.   
 
 Mayor Kennedy said in regard to the Best Practices in Hiring that she is 
pleased to say that they have been able to hammer through the issues on this 
to come up with something that everyone can live with.  They have to let go of 
the idea that everything has to be perfect before we can move forward.  They 
have made a step in the right direction and put something out there that has 
never been done before and it can be tweaked in the future if need be.  She is 
pleased with this particular resolution and looks forward to the vote on it 
because she thinks that it is something they can all live with at this stage of the 
game and it moves the City ahead in terms of getting something documented 
that that they can follow.  
 
 There being no further comments this portion of the meeting was 
closed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 1 - 2013 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 14, 2013 
 
 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING 
RULES OF ORDER AND PROCEDURE 

FOR THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 
FOR THE YEAR 2013 

 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Newburgh, New York 
adopts for use during the year 2013 the Rules of Conduct and Procedure: By 
Laws, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part of this Resolution; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately. 
 
 
 Mayor Kennedy said that if anyone has not read this that they should 
do so.  She has gone through it and it lays out the rules for the Council and the 
audience members on how we conduct business.  They need to pay attention 
to every single item and work on doing that.  She feels that there are some 
good guidelines for the Council on how they conduct themselves and they 
have to work together to create an atmosphere where people feel good about 
coming to the Council meetings and putting in their input in a spirit of 
learning and cooperation.  They may not always agree but they don’t need to 
do it with vengeance, anger, outbursts and being rude to each other.  She is 
looking forward to a new year in the spirit of respect for everyone’s opinion. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted.  
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 















RESOLUTION NO.: 2 - 2013 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 14, 2013 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO EXECUTE A SATISFACTION IN CONNECTION WITH 
A MORTGAGE ISSUED TO 97-103 GRAND STREET, LLC 

FOR PREMISES LOCATED AT 97-103 GRAND STREET 
(SECTION 24, BLOCK 12, LOT 3) 

 
WHEREAS, by Resolution No.: 105-2010 of May 10, 2010, this Council 

authorized the acceptance and assumption of all the assets and liabilities of the 
Newburgh Community Development Agency (“NCDA”), all without 
consideration, pursuant to Section 554(19) of the General Municipal Law; and 
 

WHEREAS, Resolution No.: 105-2010 of May 20, 2010, further authorized 
the Acting City Manager to execute and accept delivery of any and all deeds, 
assignments, instruments, agreements, and any and all other necessary 
documents to effect such acceptance and assumption by the City; and 
 

WHEREAS, by an Assignment and Assumption of Mortgage Without 
Covenant between the NCDA f/k/a the Newburgh Urban Renewal Agency to 
the City of Newburgh, executed on November 15, 2010, and recorded in the 
Orange County Clerk’s Office on November 22, 2010, included a mortgage 
issued to 97-103 Grand Street, LLC for premises located at 97-103 Grand Street 
(Section 24, Block 12, Lot 3) in the principal sum of Ten Thousand ($10,000.00) 
Dollars; and 
 

WHEREAS, the terms of the mortgage instrument have been satisfied by 
the mortgagor, and the issuance of a Satisfaction of Mortgage, a copy of which is 
annexed hereto, is necessary and appropriate; and 
 

WHEREAS, this Council has determined that executing said Satisfaction 
is in the best interests of the City of Newburgh;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
execute the attached Satisfaction in connection with a mortgage issued to 97-103 
Grand Street, LLC for premises located at 97-103 Grand Street (Section 24, Block 
12, Lot 3). 
 



 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted.  
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







RESOLUTION NO.: 3 - 2012 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 14, 2013 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO ACCEPT A DONATION OF LABOR AND MATERIALS FROM 
ORANGE COUNTY DRYWALL SERVICES, INC. TO RENOVATE 

THE POLICE STATION LOBBY ACOUSTICAL CEILING GRID SYSTEM 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh Police Station lobby has sustained 
serious water damage; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mr. Ruben Galan, the owner of Orange County Drywall 
Services, Inc., has contacted the Chief of Police and offered to donate labor and 
materials to renovate the police station lobby acoustical ceiling grid system; and 
 

WHEREAS, this Council has determined that accepting such donation is 
in the best interests of the City of Newburgh; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
accept a donation of labor and materials from Orange County Drywall Services, 
Inc. to renovate the Police Station lobby acoustical ceiling grid system.        
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted.  
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 4 -2013 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 14, 2013 
 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS FROM 
ENFORCEMENT TECHNOLOGY GROUP, INC. AND THE POLICE 

SUPERIOR OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF NEWBURGH, NEW YORK, INC.  
FOR A DIRECT-LINK LIFELINE SERIES CRISIS RESPONSE THROW 

PHONE SYSTEM FOR THE CITY OF NEWBURGH POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
 

WHEREAS, a City of Newburgh Police Sergeant attending a 
Hostage/Crisis Negotiation Training Course provided by the Public Agency 
Training Council was randomly selected to receive a Bluetooth Communications 
System donated by Enforcement Technology Group, Inc.; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Sergeant requested to apply the retail value of the 

Bluetooth Communications System toward the purchase of a Direct-Link 
LifeLine Series Crisis Response Throw  Phone System for the City of Newburgh 
Police Department; and 

 
WHEREAS, Enforcement Technology Group, Inc. is willing to provide the 

Direct-Link LifeLine Series Crisis Response Throw  Phone System to the City of 
Newburgh Police Department for an added cost of $1,000.00; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Police Superior Officers Association of Newburgh, New 

York, Inc. has offered to donate to the City of Newburgh the $1,000.00 for the 
Direct-Link LifeLine Series Crisis Response Throw  Phone System; and 

 
WHEREAS, this Council has determined it to be in the best interests of the 

City of Newburgh to accept such donations from Enforcement Technology 
Group, Inc. and the Police Superior Officers Association of Newburgh, New 
York, Inc. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of 

the City of Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby 
authorized to accept a donation in the amount of One Thousand ($1,000.00) 
Dollars from Police Superior Officers Association of Newburgh, New York, Inc. 
and the donation of Direct-Link LifeLine Series Crisis Response Throw Phone 
System from Enforcement Technology Group, Inc. 
 



 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted.  
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.:  5 - 2013 
 

OF 
  

 JANUARY 14, 2013 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A $700.00 GRANT  
FROM THE ORANGE COUNTY HISTORIAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF  

SCANNING THE CITY CLERK’S HANDWRITTEN COUNCIL MINUTES 
DATING FROM 1865 THROUGH 1884 AND AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS AS 
MAY BE APPROPRIATE AND NECESSARY TO ACCEPT SUCH FUNDS  

 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Clerk’s Office is in possession of handwritten 
Council Minutes dating from 1865 through 1884; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Orange County Historian recognizes the significance of 
the City’s archives and has offered the City a $700.00 grant to begin scanning of 
the handwritten minutes; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that accepting such grant is in 
the best interests of the City of Newburgh;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be authorized to accept the $700.00 
grant from the Orange County Historian for the purpose of scanning the City 
Clerk’s handwritten Council Minutes dating from 1865 through 1884; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is further 
authorized to execute the necessary documents as may be appropriate and 
necessary to accept such funds.   
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted.  
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 6 - 2013 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 14, 2013 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER  
TO EXECUTE A LEASE AGREEMENT  

WITH NEW YORK COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY, INC.  
TO PROVIDE FOR COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT AND THE SERVICE 

OF THE COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT FOR THE CITY OF 
NEWBURGH POLICE DEPARTMENT AT A COST OF $3,139.00 PER 

MONTH FOR 84 MONTHS 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh Police Department’s agreement with 
New York Communications Company, Inc. (“NYCOMCO”) for equipment and 
service of its communications equipment has expired; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Police Department has received the renewal service and 
lease agreement; and  
 
 WHEREAS, said renewal agreement is being provided at a monthly cost 
of $3,139.00 for 84 months; and 
 
 WHEREAS, NYCOMCO agrees three (3) years from lease equipment 
installation “effective date” they will remove any communication equipment and 
maintenance agreements which will be replaced and will be provided by the 
County for operation on a new County wide radio system, without penalty and 
the lease will be prorated to reflect the reduction in the monthly cost of 
equipment removed; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such funding has been appropriated within the Police 
Department budget; and  
 
 WHEREAS, a copy of such renewal is annexed hereto and made a part of 
this resolution; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has examined such lease agreement and 
determined it to be in the best interests of the City of Newburgh to enter into 
such agreement, 
 



 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
execute the annexed agreement with NYCOMCO for communications 
equipment and the service of the communications equipment at a monthly rate 
of $3,139.00 for 84 months for the City of Newburgh Police Department.  
   
 
 Councilman Dillard asked for an explanation. 
 
 City Manager, Richard Herbek, explained that this is for the major 
communications equipment in place at Police Headquarters.  Without this the 
Police Department would not be able to operate.  This is equipment that has 
been used over the years and we have had previous continuing agreements 
with New York Communications Company, Inc. for this equipment.  These are 
budgeted funds that were included in the General Fund for police operations.  
 
 Michael Ferrara, Police Chief, said that since he took over in 2010 he has 
reduced the amount of equipment drastically and this price has come down.  It 
includes every base station, car radio and walkie-talkie that they use on a 
regular basis.  It is leased equipment and it is quite expensive but he has 
reviewed things and some equipment is movable so they have reduced and 
given back a lot of the equipment and they are only using the minimum 
amount.   
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted.  
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











RESOLUTION NO.: 7 - 2013 
 

OF 
  

JANUARY 14, 2013 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE TOWN OF NEWBURGH TO 

PROVIDE FOR THE EXPANSION OF THE CROSSROADS SEWER 
DISTRICT AND AN UPGRADE OF THE CRESCENT AVENUE PUMP 

STATION 
 
 

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 70-2010 of March 22, 2010, the City Council 
of the City of Newburgh authorized the City Manger to negotiate and execute 
the necessary agreements and related contracts with the Town of Newburgh to 
provide for the upgrade of the Crescent Avenue Pump Station with the City’s 
proportionate cost of such upgrade to paid for through a reduction of its sewer 
operation and maintenance charges as levied through the existing inter-
municipal agreement between the Town and City dated May 6, 2004; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City is now able to pay its proportional cost of the 

upgrade to the Crescent Avenue Pump Station in a lump sum at the completion 
of the project; and  

 
WHEREAS, it has been determined by this Council that the City and 

Town will mutually benefit from this project; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York authorizes the City Manger to execute Amendment No. 1 
to the Inter-Municipal Sewer Agreement between the City of Newburgh and the 
Town of Newburgh in substantially the same form as annexed hereto, with terms 
and conditions as required by the Corporation Counsel, to provide for the 
upgrade of the Crescent Avenue Pump Station. 
 
 
Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that the 
resolution be adopted.  
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 





























RESOLUTION NO.: 8 - 2013 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 14, 2013 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO EXECUTE VENDOR SERVICE AGREEMENTS WITH 

VARIOUS SERVICE PROVIDERS AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $26,250.00  
IN CONNECTION WITH THE CURRENT REQUIREMENTS OF THE  

TWENTY FIRST CENTURY GRANT PROGRAM 
  

WHEREAS, by Resolution No.: 181-2009 of November 23, 2009, the City 
Council authorized the City Manager to accept monies from the New York State 
Department of Education for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers 
Grant; and 
 

WHEREAS, said grant was awarded in the spring of 2008 for a five (5) 
year period; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers 
Program provides strengthening and expanding opportunities afterschool for 
children and youth; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary and appropriate to enter into vendor service 

agreements with the City’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program 
with various service providers for the final fiscal year of said grant period 
beginning October 1, 2012 and ending on June 30, 2013 for the following 
amounts: 

 
Maritza Claderon   $  4,500.00   
Corey Woods    $  3,400.00 
Kanisha Henderson   $  3,860.00 
Ridge Hester    $  8,000.00 
Darrell Williams   $  4,440.00 
Robin Mann    $  2,050.00 

  
WHEREAS, the Council has reviewed the attached Agreements and has 

determined that it is in the best interest of the City of Newburgh and its residents 
to accept and expend such funds to enhance the community and strengthen 
afterschool services to Newburgh’s children and youth; 

 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
execute Vendor Service Agreements with the service providers referenced herein 
above at a cost not to exceed $26,250.00 in connection with the current 
requirements of the Twenty First Century Grant Program. 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted.  
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Dillard, Councilwoman 
Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 4 
 Nays – Councilman Brown - 1 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 















































































































RESOLUTION NO.: 9 - 2013 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 14, 2013 
 
 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 
POLICY ON BEST PRACTICES IN HIRING 

 
 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Newburgh, New York 
hereby adopts the City of Newburgh Policy on Best Practices in Hiring, a copy of 
which is attached hereto and made a part of this Resolution; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately.  
 
 
 Councilman Dillard said that a comment was made indicating that there 
are quite a few errors on this so he suggested that Corporation Counsel review 
it for legality.   
 
 Michelle Kelson, Corporation Counsel, said that she has read it and 
there is nothing in the Policy the way it’s stated that is contrary to law.  There 
are drafting words that can certainly be changed or not.   
 
 Councilwoman Lee asked Michelle Kelson if she could offer an opinion 
as to whether or not this is legal.  She is inclined to agree with Councilman 
Dillard. 
 
 There is nothing in it that is illegal. Whether you use shall or must or 
may does not make something illegal or legal.   
 
 Councilman Dillard likes the concept and he believes that we should 
have something but he wants to make certain that it doesn’t come back to bite 
us. 
 
 Mayor Kennedy said that the City Manager, herself and Michelle Mills 
hammered this out together and ran it by Michelle Kelson already. 
 



 Councilwoman Lee said that she is somewhat opposed to this and 
thinks that it needs to go to Corporation Counsel and it needs to be compared 
against the City Charter.   
 
 City Manager, Richard Herbek, recommended that they put this in place 
tonight. It is a resolution and it can be amended or changed.  They would like 
to get the policy established tonight if at all possible so that they can move 
forward.  The changes that were mentioned are more language changes that 
they can take a further look at but for tonight he recommends that they get this 
in place and if they want to make amendments they can do that later.    
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted.  
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Mayor Kennedy – 4 
 Nays – Councilwoman Lee - 1 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









RESOLUTION NO.: 10 - 2013 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 14, 2013 
 

 
A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE RE-PURCHASE OF 

REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS 11 VAN NESS STREET  
F/K/A 11-13 VAN NESS STREET (SECTION 29, BLOCK 6, LOT 2) 

AT PRIVATE SALE TO MARCOS R. ROMERO 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has acquired title to several parcels of 
real property by foreclosure In Rem pursuant of Article 11 Title 3 of the Real 
property Tax law of the State of New York; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 1166 of the Real Property Tax Law the 
City may sell properties acquired by foreclosure In Rem at private sale; and  
 

WHEREAS, Marcos R. Romero, the former owner of 11 Van Ness Street 
f/k/a 11-13 Van Ness Street, being more accurately described as Section 29, 
Block 6, Lot 2 on the official tax map of the City of Newburgh, has requested to 
re-purchase the property at private sale; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Newburgh has determined 
that it would be in the best interests of the City of Newburgh to allow the former 
owner to re-purchase this property, without the need for litigation and subject to 
any liens, encumbrances or mortgages of record that existed against this property 
at the time the City of Newburgh took title in the tax foreclosure proceeding, 
provided that all taxes, interest and penalties owed are paid expeditiously; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the sale of 11 Van Ness Street f/k/a 11-13 Van Ness 
Street, Section 29, Block 6, Lot 2, to Marcos R. Romero be and hereby is 
confirmed and that the City Manager is authorized and directed to execute and 
deliver a quitclaim deed to said purchaser upon receipt of all past due tax liens, 
together with all interest and penalties accruing thereon, and all currently due 
taxes and charges are paid, in full, for a total amount of $13,803.26, no later than 
January 31, 2013; and 
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, 
New York, that the parcel is not required for public use. 



  Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted.  
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 11 - 2013 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 14, 2013 
 

 
A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE RE-PURCHASE OF 

REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS 459 FIRST STREET  
(SECTION 27, BLOCK 1, LOT 14)  

AT PRIVATE SALE TO LORRAINE C. PENNEY 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has acquired title to several parcels of 
real property by foreclosure In Rem pursuant of Article 11 Title 3 of the Real 
property Tax law of the State of New York; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 1166 of the Real Property Tax Law the 
City may sell properties acquired by foreclosure In Rem at private sale; and  
 

WHEREAS, Lorraine C. Penney, the former owner of 459 First Street, 
being more accurately described as Section 27, Block 1, Lot 14 on the official tax 
map of the City of Newburgh, by her attorney has requested to re-purchase the 
property at private sale; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Newburgh has determined 
that it would be in the best interests of the City of Newburgh to allow the former 
owner to re-purchase this property, without the need for litigation and subject to 
any liens, encumbrances or mortgages of record that existed against this property 
at the time the City of Newburgh took title in the tax foreclosure proceeding, 
provided that all taxes, interest and penalties owed are paid expeditiously; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the sale of 459 First Street, Section 27, Block 1, Lot 14, 
to Lorraine C. Penney be and hereby is confirmed and that the City Manager is 
authorized and directed to execute and deliver a quitclaim deed to said 
purchaser upon receipt of all past due tax liens, together with all interest and 
penalties accruing thereon, and all currently due taxes and charges are paid, in 
full, for a total amount of $15,056.23, no later than January 31, 2013; and 
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, 
New York, that the parcel is not required for public use. 
  



 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted.  
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 12 - 2013 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 14, 2013 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO ENTER INTO A LEASE WITH REPRESENTATIVE SEAN PATRICK 

MALONEY 
FOR A PORTION OF THE SECOND FLOOR OF 123 GRAND STREET 

FOR A TERM OF TWO YEARS IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,000.00 PER MONTH 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has offered the City owned premises at 
123 Grand Street for rental; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Representative Sean Patrick Maloney has expressed an 
interest in renting said premises to establish a Congressional District Office; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the term of the lease shall be two years and the rent shall be 
two thousand ($2,000.00) per month as set forth in the lease, a copy of which is 
annexed hereto and made a part of this resolution; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has reviewed such lease and finds that entering 
into the same would be in the best interests of the City of Newburgh and the 
community alike; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
execute the attached lease agreement with Representative Sean Patrick Maloney 
Committee for a portion of the second floor of 123 Grand Street on the terms and 
conditions contained in the subject lease.  
     
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted.  
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 















RESOLUTION NO.: 13 - 2013 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 14, 2013 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY  
KNOWN AS 13 CHAMBERS STREET (SECTION 30, BLOCK 4, LOT 21) AND 

15 CHAMBERS STREET (SECTION 30, BLOCK 4, LOT 20.1)  
TO THE NEWBURGH COMMUNITY LANDBANK AT PRIVATE SALE  

  
 

WHEREAS, the Newburgh Community Land Bank is ready to acquire 
City-owned properties consistent with its mission to stimulate planning, 
economic development and neighborhood revitalization by acquiring, managing 
and disposing of vacant, abandoned and underutilized properties in a 
responsible manner in collaboration with community stakeholders, developers 
and other governmental agencies in order to improve the quality of life in 
Newburgh; and  

 
WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 106-2012 of June 18, 2012, the City Council 

of the City of Newburgh memorialized its support for the New York State 
Consolidated Funding Application of the Newburgh Community Land Bank for 
funding through the Urban Initiatives Program for the purpose of implementing 
programs for the restoration and improvement of housing in the City of 
Newburgh; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in December 2012, the Newburgh Community Land Bank 
was awarded a $200,000.00 grant to implement Phase I of a re-development 
project for Chambers Street; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the redevelopment project requires the conveyance of real 
property known as 13 Chambers Street and 15 Chambers Street, more accurately 
described as Section 30, Block 4, Lot 21 and Section 30, Block 4, Lot 20.1), 
respectively, on the official Tax Map of the City of Newburgh; and 

 
WHEREAS, upon the request of the Newburgh Community Land Bank, 

this Council has determined that transferring title to 13 Chambers Street and 15 
Chambers Street is in the best interests of the City of Newburgh. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City 
of Newburgh that the sale of the following property to the indicated purchaser 



be and hereby is confirmed and the City Manager is authorized and directed to 
execute and deliver a quitclaim deed to said purchaser; and 
 
 
Property address  Section, Block, Lot       Purchaser            
 
13 Chambers Street  30 – 4 – 21         Newburgh Community Land Bank 
15 Chambers Street  30 – 4 – 20.1         Newburgh Community Land Bank 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted.  
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 14 - 2013 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 14, 2013 
 
 

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING MEMBERS OF 
THE BOARD OF ETHICS 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the Code of Ordinances of the City of Newburgh, § 34-7, 
provides for the appointment of members to the Board of Ethics; and   
 
 WHEREAS, said Board shall consist of five members, a majority of whom 
shall not be officers or employees of the City of Newburgh; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to appoint two new members to fill vacancies 
now existing on the Board of Ethics; and 
 
 WHEREAS, several citizens have expressed their interest in donating their 
time and efforts to this Board, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the following individuals be and are hereby 
appointed to the Board of Ethics for a new two (2) year term commencing on this 
date, January 14, 2013 and expiring on January 13, 2015. 
 
  Eddie Loren Williams, Esq. 
  Valarie E. Larry, MPA 
  
      
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted.  
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 15 - 2013 
 

OF  
 

JANUARY 14, 2013 
 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A SETTLEMENT IN THE MATTER OF 
MIGUEL RODRIGUEZ AGAINST THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

 IN THE AMOUNT OF TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Miguel Rodriguez brought an action against the City of 
Newburgh; and  
 
  WHEREAS, the plaintiff and the City of Newburgh have reached an 
agreement for the payment of the settlement in the amount of Twenty Thousand 
($20,000.00) Dollars in exchange for a release to resolve all claims among them; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined it to be in the best interests of the 
City of Newburgh to settle the matter for the amount agreed to by the plaintiff 
and the City of Newburgh; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the City’s attorneys are hereby authorized to settle 
the claim of Miguel Rodriguez against the City of Newburgh in the total amount 
of Twenty Thousand ($20,000.00) Dollars and that City Manager be and he 
hereby is authorized to execute documents as the City’s attorney may require, to 
effectuate the settlement as herein described. 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted.  
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.:  16 - 2013 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 14, 2013 
 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CONVEYANCE OF 
REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS 

34 CARTER STREET (SECTION 22, BLOCK 2, LOT 26) 
AT PRIVATE SALE TO STACY BURKS  

FOR THE AMOUNT OF $7,500.00 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has acquired title to several parcels of 
real property by foreclosure In Rem pursuant of Article 11 Title 3 of the Real 
Property Tax law of the State of New York; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 1166 of the Real Property Tax Law the 
City may sell properties acquired by foreclosure In Rem at private sale; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh desires to sell 34 Carter Street, being 
more accurately described as Section 22, Block 2, Lot 26, on the official tax map of 
the City of Newburgh; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the prospective buyer has offered to purchase this property at 
private sale; and 
 

WHEREAS, the prospective buyer is the son of the former owner and 
resides within the subject property with his family; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that it would be in the best 
interests of the City of Newburgh to sell said property to the prospective buyer 
for the sum as outlined below; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the sale of the following property to the indicated 
purchaser be and hereby is confirmed and the City Manager is authorized and 
directed to execute and deliver a quitclaim deed to said purchaser upon receipt 
of the indicated purchase price in money order, good certified or bank check, 
made payable to THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, such sums are to be paid on or 
before April 15, 2013, being ninety (90) days from the date of this resolution; and 
 



Property address Section, Block, Lot      Purchaser           Purchase Price 
 
34 Carter Street       22 - 2 - 62  Stacy Burks       $7,500.00    
       

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, 
New York, that the parcel is not required for public use. 

 
 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted.  
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OLD BUSINESS 
 
 Mayor Kennedy motioned to rescind the hiring freeze that they put in 
place in December and Councilwoman Lee seconded. 
 
 Councilman Dillard said that he would like the Civil Service 
Administrator to give the Council a list of all the administrative job vacancies. 
 
 Mayor Kennedy noted that that would be a good idea. They should also 
have a list of what they have advertised for as well.  Sort of a status of 
everything that is open right now.   
    
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NEW BUSINESS 
 
 There was no new business. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 

 Susan Cartis, City of Newburgh, said that she is here tonight to be the 
voice of people who are burdened with the taxes.  The vitality of the City and 
the whole life blood is at stake here.  She lives in a condominium on the west 
end and sits on the Board and they try very, very hard to keep a zero percent 
increase.  They were able to do that and it grieves her because over the many 
years that she has lived here they have seen exponentially high jumps in taxes.  
It is so grieving to her that we can’t just hold the line at some point.  She has 
talked to many people who have lived here for a long time and their existence 
is on the line.  The vitality of Newburgh needs to be nurtured and it needs to 
be addressed with this issue of taxes. If we can’t control the taxes then we are 
going to lose the City.  She complimented the Police Chief and the Police 
Department as well as the Fire Department.  She is not for cutting services and 
yet she wonders what strategies are in discussion to address this critical issue 
because if they don’t its over.   
 
 Tom Manning, City of Newburgh, said that he is here in support of 
what Sue is saying. He is a property owner and he has an apartment building 
in Newburgh and he is thankful that his apartments are fully rented but with 
constant increases of everything the taxes are just killing them.  He is trying to 
hold his rents because he has three wonderful tenants who are hard working 
and struggling.  He has not raised his rents for three years now and yet all of 
his taxes and expenses are going up and it is killing him.  He knows of another 
property owner who owns three apartment buildings here in Newburgh and is 
ready to walk away from two of them because he just cannot absorb it any 
longer and unfortunately doesn’t have good tenants.  This is definitely a city 
wide problem and it is making it impossible to get other investors to come 
here to buy because even if the price tag looks good the minute they see the 
expenses to run the place they walk away.  It is getting more and more difficult 
for anyone to keep their property going or sell it.   
 
 Debra Danzy, HIV AIDS advocate, thanked the Mayor, Councilwoman 
Lee and the City Manager for participating in World AIDS Day on November 
30th with special thanks for the balloons they donated for that event.  In regard 
to an incident that occurred here last Thursday, Barbara Bennett the Director 
of Education and Prevention and Mr. Jeff Kraus were very gracious for the 
apology.  On November 30th the Orange County Commissioner of Health, Dr. 
Jean Hudson, met with the City Manager and he expressed his approval for a 
Mobile Syringe Exchange Program here in the City of Newburgh.  The Mayor 
also stated that she wouldn’t mind participating if it was done 
inconspicuously.  She doesn’t want anything to be done behind the public’s 
back and last Thursday was a fiasco. If you are saying one thing to the people 



in Hawthorne and another thing to us here in Newburgh, that is not being fair 
at all.  She said that she has it in black white on how the City will approve of 
this program in the future and they are just waiting for a letter of support.  She 
added that she is not here to be trouble or cause embarrassment to anyone but 
we need to say one thing in general to everyone.  The Syringe Exchange 
Program might not work here we don’t know but at least let’s try.  That will 
bring jobs here for other people.   
 
 Mayor Kennedy said to clarify that she talked to someone and said that 
she was agreeable to look at the program and that is all.  Last week we had a 
meltdown here and all they have said is that they need to look at this 
information.  That is where she stands, that’s what she said last week and it’s 
what she still says this week. 
 
 Alicia Vaughn, City of Newburgh, asked what the status of the Mid-
Broadway project is. 
 
 City Manager, Richard Herbek, said that it is moving along on a pretty 
good track. Our next work session is on January 24th and they will be 
providing a project update then.  He thinks that the City Council and the 
community will be very pleased with where we are at the moment.   
 
 Ms. Vaughn also asked about the projects on Liberty Street and 
Broadway on the corner lots.  
 
 Mayor Kennedy said that is still on hold. 
 
 Gail Fulton, City of Newburgh, said that she would like to know if any 
candidates applied for City Manager.  Has anyone been interviewed and what 
is the status on that? 
 
 Virginio DiOrio, City of Newburgh, owner of Dream Enterprises 
Incorporated said in regard to the Aids Related Community Service Syringe 
Exchange Program that she was disappointed with the direction of the City 
Council Work Session last Thursday.  We need to remember that the issues we 
face are not personal and it is important not to become overly emotional in our 
efforts.  It is impossible to live for five minutes on this planet and not be 
subjected to emotional life experiences.  When we look at programs and 
services we need to focus on the facts and what science tells us.  We need to 
look at each program with an open mind and be willing to change a previously 
held position.  After all, President Clinton did it when he stated in 2006 that 
his previous position on needle exchange programs was wrong and now he 
supports this concept. To quote President Obama on this very topic, “we do 
not have to choose between values and science”. Let’s be clear about what this 



program does.  It brings people who suffer from opiate addiction out from 
dark apartments, shooting galleries, rooming houses, Jails and Hospitals.  Out 
in the open where we can see and face the problems head on.  When someone 
with dirty needles comes to pick up a clean set of works, they get more than 
sterile syringes.  We have an opportunity to treat them with the respect and 
dignity they have lost because we understand that addiction is a disease.  
Many people need to understand this.  Not only the people who run the 
needle exchange program but also Nurses, Doctors, Counselors, Lawyers, 
Judges, Police Officers, neighbors, relatives, friends and City Council 
members as well. These are merely steps taken to address a bigger problem. 
Medical literature is filled with this issue because there is recognition that 
drug addiction must be addressed on many levels. If anyone has a better 
solution to lower the risk of communicable disease transmission, then lets’ 
hear it. While she clearly has her position she welcomes a dignified and 
intelligent debate over this because she knows that everybody here has a 
common goal to make Newburgh a better city.  She said to remember that 
knowledge is power.   
 
 Natasha Cotton, City of Newburgh, said that the Mayor is right.  
Everything can’t be perfect and we have to start somewhere.  She doesn’t 
notice a lot of care about the fact that our city looks like a graveyard.  She 
celebrated with her daughter one year after she burned over fifty-five percent 
of her body in a fire.  You have to learn how to celebrate these kinds of things 
because we don’t spend a lot of time honoring each other.  We can’t have any 
fun around here.  The only fun we have is at a Funeral because that is where 
everyone gets together.  She has been gone for a year taking care of her child 
because she believes that you have to take care of your own home and your 
own children first before you can take care of anybody else or anything else.  
Her daughter is now in good condition and she is alive and well so if anyone 
needs any help she is here and she is ready to have fun.  She is tired of all of 
this feuding because it is ridiculous.  
 
 Usef Belford, 9 Johnston Street, said that he is here to deal with the 
homeless and housing situation.  In October he was placed out of a rooming 
house at 10 Farrington Street where they found out that the landlord caused a 
fire at 12 Farrington.  He also found out that this landlord was given back his 
property without any type of inspection to see if the building has the proper 
Certificate of Occupancy. The homeless situation is growing rapidly here in 
the City of Newburgh. There are people that are trying to deal with it like the 
Ministries and Safe Haven where they are trying to implement certain living 
places and sleeping quarters for people like himself.  Sometimes they stay at 
the Police Department as there are some Officers that accept it and some that 
don’t. There are some Officers who know how to talk to individuals and some 
that don’t.  Here in the City of Newburgh we need to monitor our children at 



night after the hours of 9:00 p.m. because they have nothing to do but they will 
find something which nine times out of ten will be trouble.  There should be 
some stipulation on how to guide the children to go home and if they can’t do 
that then maybe we have to monitor their parents. He is tired of seeing 
accidents happen which are often fatal.  This is a burden to him and it hurts 
his heart to see his brothers and sisters suffering in this situation.   
 
 Timothy Hayes-el, City of Newburgh, said that Martin Luther King died 
in 1968 and HUD was formed in 1968. HUD is Martin Luther King’s dream but 
the City of Newburgh has never worked within the framework of HUD.  Don’t 
holler about kids doing this or that when you are stealing every opportunity 
that they have.  He said that he is telling and demanding the City Council to 
start using Section 3 of HUD because it is the law.  They are robbing the 
community and they know the law.  He has a High School Diploma and he 
knows what it is so he cannot believe this.  He knows that the joke is on them; 
the so called ignorant African-Americans in the City of Newburgh but they are 
going to put a stop to this.  We are the ninth worst city in America right now.  
They have locked up all of our young people and stole every opportunity from 
them and then act like it is our problem. He told the Council to fix the 
problem.  
 
 Janet Gianopolous, City of Newburgh, said that it would seem to her 
that HUD was not one of Martin Luther King’s dreams as his primary concern 
was the attainment of a good education and that is done with the help of your 
parents and your own perseverance.  She thinks it is important to remember 
that Martin Luther King was accepted into College at age fifteen.  College is 
not for everyone but education is very important and that enabled him to write 
that great speech we heard earlier.  We hear public safety referred to often and 
she suggested that they consider instead of having something called a Police 
Community Relations Board that indicates that maybe there is something 
wrong we should have a Public Safety Committee where we work together to 
try to find out the right things to do.  She believes that public safety is a main 
concern here as we heard the Director of Planning & Development on 
Thursday say that when a potential developer visited the two major concerns 
were safety and cost.  She knows that recently the Town of Newburgh 
approved to hire part-time police officers which is one way of cost saving and 
she hopes that we look at best practices as far as what other municipalities are 
doing so that we can further cut our expenses and improve our city.   
 
 Roxie Royal, City of Newburgh, appreciated the Council giving Pastor 
Tiller the opportunity to read the Martin Luther King, Jr., “I Have a Dream” 
speech.  It meant a lot to her as she lived before the Civil Rights Movement so 
she knows what it was about, what happened during it and the results of it.  
She noted that there will be a service tomorrow night commemorating Dr. 



Martin Luther King at the Mt. Carmel Church of Christ Disciples of Christ, 
1524 Route 300 in the Town of Newburgh.  She also wanted to give a hands up 
to our City Council for allowing people to redeem their properties.  When they 
first put this action into place properties were taken for taxes and you weren’t 
allowed to get them back.  Tonight her heart felt glad when she saw that 
happen but we still have a long way to go.  They are allowing people to get 
their homes back but if they keep raising taxes they will be right back in the 
same boat in a few years.  She added that the Newburgh/Highland Falls 
Branch of the NAACP will be sponsoring a Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Annual Breakfast honoring our youth and retiring Youth Advisor Lola Melvin 
McDoe on Saturday, February 2, 2013 at the House of Refuge Church, 131 
Broadway, Newburgh, New York from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  Tickets are 
$20.00 for adults and $12.00 for kids under the age of ten. 
 
 Pebbles, City of Newburgh, said in regard to the Syringe Exchange 
Program that we have gotten stuck with many programs and the problems that 
come with them so let’s not get stuck with this. It was on the News that on 
Saturday night they arrested a man in Ellenville and they found cocaine, 
heroin and needles in his car and she can only assume that he was going to be 
selling them so this exchange program is not the only program that is brining 
needles into Newburgh.  She also saw on the News that the Town of 
Newburgh is going to hire some part-time Officers so maybe we can use them 
to help us combat this issue when they start bringing the clean needles here.  
While we are inviting the heroin users to come to Newburgh to get clean 
needles let’s also invite the crack users to come get clean pipes, the weed users 
to get new wrappers and the coke users to get new straws.  We have so many 
problems already with substance abuse and abusers do we really need a clean 
needle exchange program here?  She thought that they said they had their own 
facilitators so we don’t have to do anything but what will happen to all of the 
people here in the City of Newburgh with jobs when they bring these people 
in? 
 
 There being no further comments this portion of the meeting was 
closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo said that she was reading the letter that they 
received over again and what they are seeking is a letter of support from the 
Council.  They don’t know that much about the program to begin with but 
they could do a letter of support saying that they are in support of the project.  
She asked if Newburgh was chosen by the County as the location. 
 
 Mayor Kennedy said she believes that Poughkeepsie, Beacon and 
Newburgh are the three places chosen and the State Health Board asked why 
they weren’t here already.  There is a whole lot of information that they still 
have to study before any kind of decision is made because they don’t 
understand it well enough yet.    
 
 Councilwoman Angelo continued that this is a big step for us.  She 
added that there is a list at the Library of foreclosures for the City of 
Newburgh for the years 2011 and 2012.  Eight hundred and four families could 
possibly lose their homes and they are listed by streets.  She looked through 
the lists and a lot of the people who owe money are for small amounts.  They 
could lose their home for an unpaid water bill for three to four hundred 
dollars.  Some are for larger amounts but maybe they are not aware although 
notices are sent out.  They are not trying to take these properties and she is still 
trying to win the Lottery so that she can save our City.  She knows it is a bit 
early to talk about the Memorial Day Parade but they are going to start 
working on it.  If anyone is interested in being part of it, let’s see what we can 
do this year.  The Citizens Advisory will be meeting on January 30th and they 
are bringing in someone from NCAC to talk about how to conserve energy.  
She said that her Blessings are with everyone and thanked them for coming 
tonight.  
 
 Councilman Brown said that he hears the property owners when they 
step up and talk about taxes.  He was a big opponent last year on trying to 
keep the taxes at least where they were and he would have liked to have 
reduced them.  This year he is really going to focus on financial responsibility 
from this City because that is the only way that we are going to be able to 
move forward.  If we keep increasing taxes, we are going to lose a lot of our 
residents and the tax base is what supports this City.  The secret to that is 
keeping taxes and services where they are.  We cannot afford to lose vital 
police and fire services so we have to find new revenue sources; real revenue 
sources that generate enough revenue to support our City’s expenses.  He will 
be looking and trying this year to encourage this Council to be fiscally 
responsible for the taxpayers of this City. He asked everyone to bear with him 
and he hopes that by the end of this year there will be no new taxes and we 



will be able to move forward and keep people in their homes and keep this 
city moving in the right direction.  He added that for the Martin Luther King 
celebrations this month he wants everyone to remember that he had a dream 
but the dream was for everyone.  It is not about black or white.  It’s for 
everyone so he wants everyone to take time with their kids this month because 
there are a lot of programs on television about Martin Luther King and what 
he has done for this Country.  Sit down with them and be sure to watch those 
programs with them because it is important that they know.  Take time out 
and sit down with your kids and explain exactly what this man has done for 
our Country.  He wished everyone a Happy New Year and thanked them for 
coming this evening.  
 
 Councilman Dillard thanked everyone for coming out.  We are in a new 
year so let’s move forward and not look back.   
 
 Councilwoman Lee said that in regard to the Syringe and Harm 
Reduction Program there are four other people on this Council so if they are 
interested in a syringe program here they might want to lower their standards 
because they won’t get five votes.  They might get four but they won’t get five.  
She pointed out that Poughkeepsie, Beacon, Newburgh and Middletown were 
considered for the Harm Reduction Program and each area in these cities 
where these syringe programs are going to be situated is a black area.  South 
William Street is the target area for the City of Newburgh and her position is 
that enough is enough.  She is angry and frustrated that yet another person 
comes before the Council to tell them how another do nothing program will 
work for them in the City of Newburgh.  We have unemployment through the 
roof and community residents arguing and asking them to assure some better 
hiring practices through the use of Section 3 and then some entity comes here 
to tell us that harm reduction and needle exchange is the way to go. She added 
that she is privy to an e-mail that says, “To make a long story short Gay Lee 
stated that there is no connection between syringe use and HIV infection and 
that harm reduction methods do not work”.  She said that they don’t work and 
there is a connection between HIV and heroin use but it is about the same as 
the connection between crack and HIV and prostitution and HIV.  Unless we 
are going to do what Ms. Hollins said and bring crack pipes in for people who 
use crack then we don’t need to consider this. She is not going to say yes no 
matter how much pressure.  It can’t be that she sat here and convinced 
everyone else to say no because she is only one person so they said no on their 
own.  A letter requesting support is a letter requesting support to bring a 
syringe program into this City.  It doesn’t make sense to her to bring a 
Congressman here and then bring a syringe program.  That doesn’t make sense 
to her at all.  She thinks that they need to consider something else because the 
lines for needles will be all over the place.  There are many more things that 
we could do with the programs and funding here.  She agrees that if a letter of 



support is written for them, she will speak at every Church speaking out about 
it because it is just appalling that that’s the only option that anyone can see for 
this city.  She added that she hopes everyone had a wonderful New Year and 
wished them a good night.  
 
 Mayor Kennedy said that there is a lot on the table tonight.  She was 
expecting Councilman Dillard to announce the Gun Buy Back Program and 
that the Press Conference is going to be on January 18th. 
 
 Councilman Dillard said that the County will also be having their Press 
Conference on January 17th at 11:00 a.m. in Goshen.   
 
 Mayor Kennedy said that every gun that comes off the street, from 
under the bed, from off the shelf and from out of the drawer takes that much 
more opportunity for violence out of our environment so she really encourages 
this program.  She said that Janet Gianopolous mentioned about education 
and one of Martin Luther King’s great dreams was education for everyone.  If 
there is one thing that they can do to turn this City around it is to educate, 
mentor, read to and support our kids to read and be educated.  They are 
building Prisons based on who can’t read and is failing by the third grade and 
it makes her feel ill to hear that.  She is on a mission right now to do 
something to get these little ones to the point where every child in the third 
grade can read. That means getting them in to Head Start, Pre-K and 
Kindergarten.  She has been meeting with the School Board and the last 
meeting they had was very heartening.  Social Services and Mental Health 
were there along with the School Board and people from the Faith based 
community.  If we are going to turn this City around we are going to do it by 
making sure that every child can read by the third grade.  In regard to taxes her 
heart goes out to the residents and she agrees with Councilman Brown and the 
others that they have got to figure out ways to bring more revenue in.  They 
are working on economic development and she is working on the film 
industry bringing in jobs.  They have had several companies already here 
filming and she is working on putting together a list of places to eat to 
encourage people to support our businesses.  The film industry and the tourist 
industries are real opportunities to develop. They need to look at the Vacant 
Property Registry because vacant property consumes great amounts of our 
money and our resources so we need to get this off the ground along with the 
Landlord Registry.  As for the needle exchange program, she doesn’t know 
enough about it and she is trying to get educated.  She has no position on this 
and she can’t make a statement about it but she is open to be educated.  There 
are so many things for them to do right now in this City so she is listening to 
her constituents.  Lastly she said that she really looks forward to a new year 
and to them working together.  She wished everyone a great night.  
 



 There being no further business to come before the Council the meeting 
adjourned at 8:50 P.M. 
 
       LORENE VITEK 
       CITY CLERK 
 
  
 
 
   

 
   
 
      
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


